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by Christine Gillette
Eietie@seacaastonline. com

PORTSMOUTH — Carrie James'
iollection of fabric was mounting.
Eright colors, prints, subtle solids.

i b g
dtin| EEL] r purchase,
st l;‘emise she liked tge look of
he material, and the "endless g:d
dbilities” it represented. The
hat James didn't know how to
wew wasn't a deterrent.

Finally, James decided to get out
he sewing machine she'd re
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Street founder versatile sty\le is in thé (hand)bag

ceived as a gift a few years earlier. over to a solid. Go from black with endless: through the Anna Strest

What emerged after a year of
teaching hersalf to maud devel.
oflng patterns is a signature ling

classic and stylish handbags,
each sewn by James herself,

Anna Street Boston, as James
calls her line, includes styles from
handbag to totes, and almost all of
the styles are reversible.

Flip from elegant black piped
with red to tiny martini glasses
printed on a rich crimson. Pick up
a Burberry-like tan plaid and flip it

pink accents to pink with black ac-
cents.

“I definitely wanted them to be
reversible because I wanted them
to showcase as many fabrics as
possible,” James said.

Each of the reversible bags ties
with a bow, and nonreversible ver-
sions that use a mapnetic snap are
also available. The bags are
ScotchguardedTM and can be dry-
cleaned.

The possibilities are virtually

Custom line, James will make bags
of any combination of colors and
prints for customers,

“Every bag is different,” James
said, *The great thing about acces-
sories is they really make or break
an outfit.”

Even with those that are pre-
made, James says she strives to
lkkeep them looking as original as
possible, ymhaslng only limited
amounts of fabric and retiring cer-
tain combinations in short order

50 thers aren't too many with the
same look out there.

Anna Street bags are presently
sold either via the business’ Web
site or at Making Faces, the Ceres
Street makeup shop owned by one
of James' chief entrepreneurial in-
flugnces, Annie Loomis,

This fall, Loomis and James will
be collaborating on “Girls Nights”
events where participants can
have their makeup done and select
fabric for a bag that James will
custom-make for them. James has

also expanded her offerings to in
clude makeup bags.

As soon a8 she can find the righ'
retail location, James plans t
open a downtown shop of Ber owr
where she can sell both pre-sewr
bags and custom designs.

“We're looking for that perfec
fit,” she said. j

To date, Anna Street offers bag
in more than 100 fabrics —
James plans to offer up to 20(

See HANDBAGS, Page A!

business
is all in
the bag

HANDBAGS, from Page AL

when she opens her store —
along with choices of ribbons
and straps to mix and match.
She's also recently added
change puzses and belts to her
line

Each of those designs comes
out of more than a year of ex-

perimentation, which some-
times yielded frustrating and
mixed reselts.

James said she didn't have a
moment of “Enraka! The bag is
right,” but made the realization
mere gradually.

“It really became real for me
when I weuld go shopping and
shop owners would ask where I
got the bag.” she said.

After trying to sew and work
full-time, James decided that to
make her doeam come true, she
wonld quit her job as an sdver-
tising-agency account mManager.

*It was a really scary leap,”
she said, “Making the commit-
ment to do that was a great
thing to do.”

Working with James, 30, is
her boyfriend, Nick Saunders,
who runs the business side of
Anpa Strest, including its Web
site.

“Without Hick, thers wonldn't
be Anna Street,” zaid James,
describing how Sannders talked
her throngh the moments early
on when she was still learning
to sew amd her bags weren't
coming ont right. Saunders

Dty Craim (dcmmi@seacoasiont ne.com
Carrie James displays some of the many handbags she has created for her business, Anna Street boston. Most

of the bags she creates are

even helped fashion some of the THAT'S HANDY
nﬂ"ipmpl James nseR iucH; . o Anna Street, .Tomded by Carrie James, makes handbags, each designed and sewn by James from
uﬁ I:‘l;:?jndrl.ﬁmt%; npame Anna patierms she developed.
Street come from? » Almost every bag mace by Anna Street Is reversible.
*The name sort of comes from

» Currently, the business operates from lames' home, but she plans to open a retall store in
downtown Portsmouth.

= James founded the business balieving she'd have 1o open her shop in Boston to atiract customers.
Mow, she's staving hare and changing fis name to Anna Street Studio.

gﬁww carry the Anna Street Custom label.

whers the whole thing grew out
of " said james, explaining how
gha spant much of her kife in the
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In Delray Br.a::'h Fla., where always felt so good on Annd  Street is in the South, where are all sbout accessorizing,”
James' [family vacationed, Street.” women take their handbags s¢- James said.

“there's a little beach road
called Anca Street,” she said. °1

In addition to bringing happy
memories for James. Anna

riousky.
“In the Sonth. all the women



